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About Dr. Carter G. Woodson 

• Dec. 19, 1875 – April 3, 1950 

• Was the son of former slaves 

• Known as the “Father of Black History,” Woodson 

• Understood how important gaining a proper education is 
when striving to secure and make the most out of one’s 
divine right of freedom. 

• He did not begin his formal education until he was 20 years 
old.  However, his dedication to study enabled him to earn a 
high school diploma in West Virginia and bachelor and 
master’s degrees from the University of Chicago in just a few 
years.   

• In 1912, Woodson became the second African American to 
earn a PhD at Harvard University. 



About Dr. Carter G. Woodson 
• Recognizing the need for information on the accomplishments 

of blacks in 1915, Dr. Woodson founded the Association for the 
Study of Negro Life and History, now called the Association for 
the Study of African American Life and History (ASALH).   

• In 1926, Dr. Woodson initiated the celebration of Negro 
History Week, which corresponded with the birthdays of 
Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln.  In 1976, this 
celebration was expanded to include the entire month of 
February, and today Black History Month garners support 
throughout the country as people of all ethnic and social 
backgrounds discuss the black experience.   
• ASALH views the promotion of Black History Month as one of the 

most important components of advancing Dr. Woodson’s legacy. 
 



The Creation of Black History 
Month 

• Woodson lobbied schools and organizations to participate in a 
special program to encourage the study of African-American 
history, which began in February 1926 with Negro History 
Week. 

• The program was later expanded and renamed Black History 
Month.  

• Woodson had chosen February for the initial weeklong 
celebration to honor the birth months of abolitionist Frederick 
Douglass and President Abraham Lincoln. 



The Mis-Education of the Negro 
• Written in 1933, it is a particularly noted work and has become 

regularly course adopted by college institutions. 
• Woodson's concept of “mis-education” hinged on the education 

system's failure to present authentic Negro History in schools and 
the bitter knowledge that there was a scarcity of literature available 
for such a purpose, because most history books gave little or no 
space to the black man's presence in America.  
• Some of them contained casual references to Negroes but these 

generally depicted them in menial, subordinate roles, more or less 
sub-human. Such books stressed their good fortune at having been 
exposed, through slavery, to the higher (white man's) civilization. 
There were included derogatory statements relating to the primitive, 
heathenish quality of the African background, but nothing denoting 
skills, abilities, contributions or potential in the image of the Blacks, 
in Africa or America.  

• Woodson considered this state of affairs deplorable, an American 
tragedy, dooming the Negro to a brain-washed acceptance of the 
inferior role assigned to him by the dominant race, and absorbed by 
him through his schooling.  



The Mis-Education of the Negro 

• The neglect of Afro-American History and distortion of the facts 
concerning Negroes in most history books, deprived the black child 
and his whole race of a heritage, and relegated him to nothingness 
and nobodyness.  

• Slavery not only injured Blacks’ opportunities and infringed upon 
their civil rights, but it destroyed their sense of identity and self 
worth.  

• One of the keys to lifting black people up was to educate them 
about their history and the great accomplishments of their 
forebearers, even in the face of great odds.  

• Themes include: 
• Education as a means of power – economic, political, social and 

personal  
• Education as an escape from poverty (upward social mobility) 
• The power of community/unity 
• The importance of knowing one’s history – Black History 
• Perseverance/strength 



The Mis-Education of the Negro 
• The book addresses: 

• Poor communities/neighborhoods 

• Inadequate schools and unequal spending and educational 
opportunites 

• Poor job opportunities  

• The book asks: 
• What has been the response of American society to these issues?  

• What has been the response of middle-class Black Americans to 
these issues? 

• What will be your response to these issues?  
 

As you explore this book, consider deeply your role in undoing 
the inequities that remain in our nation and your responsibility 
to bring about greater levels of justice, opportunity and mutual 
respect in your own community and in the world around you. 

 



Sources 

• Association for the Study of African American Life and History 
http://www.asalh.org/woodsonbiosketch.html 

• The United States of America -African American History Month 
Profiles 
http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/woodson.html 

• Biography.com                        
http://www.biography.com/people/carter-g-woodson-9536515 
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